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systems and Xenopus oocytes. It probably is not too 
important that the actual cloning of the genes is left 
to a later volume in this series. The review is conve- 
niently subdivided according to the class of RNA 
polymerase responsible for the expression. Transcrip- 
tion and RNA processing is considered for all three 
classes. The relative merits of oocytes (I, II and III), 
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This book is a collection of papers presented at a 
recent symposium and includes contributions on 
neonatal screening for phenylketonuria, galactosemia, 
maple syrup urine disease and several disorders of 
amino acid metabolism. Amore accurate title for this 
volume might be ‘screening for congenital abnormal- 
ities’ since amongst the topics covered are prospects 
of screening for cystic fibrosis and muscular dystrophy 
and the possible detection of hyperlipidemia during 
early childhood. Other topics that are not usually clas- 
sified as ‘inborn errors of metabolism’, such as the 
haemoglobinopathies and hypothyroidism, are also 
dealt with. Perhaps too much space is devoted to the 
latter as nearly a quarter of the book deals largely with 
technical aspects of screening for hypothyroidism. 
Aside from this criticism, the book contains a wealth 
of information on the aims, technicalities, problems 
cell-free systems (II and III) and isolated nuclei (I and 
II) are thoroughly discussed. This chapter suffers more 
than the other two from the rapid progress being made 
in this field. However, this does not detract from the 
usefulness of an elegant review such as this. 
R. K. Patient 
and benefits of screening for metabolic diseases. Those 
contemplating the setting up of a screening procedure 
or introducing medical students to the potentialities 
of screening, should read this book. 
To the newcomer in this area, it might seem that 
‘any screening is better than no screening’ and indeed 
some of the contributors appear to countenance this 
view. The difficulties and hardships arising from the 
adoption of such an overly simplistic approach are 
put firmly in perspective in addenda contributed by 
the editors and others with extensive knowledge of 
this complex subject. These editorial comments are a 
particularly valuable feature of the present volume, as 
is the thought-provoking chapter on predictive medi- 
cine by Striver with which the book closes. 
N. Spencer 
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